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What’s HTML?
Hypertext Markup Language, a standardized system for tagging text files to achieve font, color, graphic, 
and hyperlink effects on World Wide Web pages. 

Today we are going to start learning some basic HTML and set up our own web pages. You will be 
presenting your assignments for class by posting them to the sites we create today. 

Please take a moment to download the free program Sublime text editor. We will be using this program to 
write code, it has helpful features but code can also be written in any text program, as above all it is a 
language. 

Our websites may see basic but think of them as building blocks that can help us learn to code. Don’t ever 
be emberassed if anything you are coding is “not perfect” We are here to learn together! 



<!DOCTYPE HTML> specifies the type 
of document you are creating (must 
always go at the top of your html doc)

<html> </html> always used to open 
and close a document. 

Sandwich Style: think of your html doc 
as a sandwich, your opening and 
closing html tags are the bread that 
hold it all together.



Index.html: tells the server that this is the 
opening/anchoring page of a website. 
Index.html is the page the other pages in 
your site will link back to.

Head and body tags: head and body tags 
are “parent tag” that means they are tags 
that contain the other tags in the 
document. Head and body tags must 
always be opened and closed. <head> 
</head> <body> </body> Thinking about 
head and body tags anthropomorphically, 
the head contains the information that 
shapes the contents while the body 
contains the contents that appear on the 
page. 



Metadata

While head and body tags need to be 
opened and closed, meta tags are closed 
with />

Meta tags are snippets of text that 
describe a page's content; the meta tags 
don't appear on the page itself, but only 
in the page's code.

<meta charset= “UTF-8”> The charset 
attribute specifies the character encoding 
for the HTML document.

Meta Content keywords: search words 
used by browsers to show your websites in 
search results. 

The name and content attributes specifies 
the name for the metadata. And the 
content therein. 



The Body 

Tags written on the body will appear on your 
website experiment with the tags provided to 
make content appear on your page

<h1> heading tag </h1>

<p paragraph tag </p> 

Embed an image

Make sure image files are stored in the same 
folder as the web page or they will not appear. 

Embed video: 
https://www.w3schools.com/html/html_youtub
e.asp

https://www.w3schools.com/html/html_youtube.asp
https://www.w3schools.com/html/html_youtube.asp


These are some basics to get you started!
Our first assignment is to going to be to write an artist statement that will appear on 
our website. Reference the examples on your syllabus and get started in class. 

To make the content live on the website, it should be written in the “body” section 
of your code encompassed by a <p></p> tag. 

Next we will get more into formatting and style and learn a little bit about CCS! 
Which helps us to design our HTML docs.


